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LA CRISE IDENTITAIRE DE L'AED 



Notre association etudiante accomplit un 
travail essentiel et s'acquitte de ses taches 
de fa?on presque exemplaire lorsqu'il 
s'agit de nous changer les idees. Per- 
sonne, je crois, ne voudrait nier ce fait. 

Cependant, la bete politique qu'est I'AED 
est nettement plus decevante et s'est 
meme averee au cours des derniers mois 
etre un echec total. Les episodes de la 
greve de MUNACA et du conflit etudiant 
ont mene a des assemblies generates 
houleuses confrontant des etudiants ac- 
tivates a un executif voulant rester neu- 
tre. 

The result of last year's events is even 
clearer since the beginning of this aca- 
demic year. Our executive concedes no 
political role to the LSA, as the referen- 
dum questions put to the student body in 
September explicitly demonstrate. The 
proposition to strip the General Assembly 
of all its power was a clear attempt to 
make sure that no other political position 
would be taken by the LSA. Luckily, the 
students decided to reject this proposal. 

Mais ces cafouillages ne sont en fait que 
des symptomes d'un probleme beaucoup 
plus grand. II me semble que I'AED vient 
de frapper le mur de sa quete identitaire. 

Le referendum de debut d'annee aura au 
moins permis de lancer le debat sur le 
role de I'AED au sein de la faculte. Certains 
ont defendu avec vigueur une vision pure- 
ment ludique de ('association, qui n'aurait 
qu'a se charger du pain et des jeux et ne 
devrait pas s'immiscer dans les debats 
politiques, qui seraient plutot I'apanage 
de nos clubs. D'autres, au contraire, ont 
defendu le role politique de I'AED, sou- 
tenant que celui-ci pouvait accompagner 
harmonieusement le role ludique sur 
lequel tout le monde s'accorde, plus ou 
moins. 



Different visions have emerged on the 
role of the LSA, but ironically the most 
precise conclusion that we can draw from 
this experience is that the goals and val- 
ues of the LSA are still uncertain. 

This uncertainty was also clear at the last 
AGM, held on October 17th, when a pro- 
posal to amend the budget to reconsider 
the allotment of funds to the journals was 
put forward by a member. The executive 
first decided to refuse any amendment, 
before accepting, a few minutes later, to... 
submit their own amendment. During this 
heated debate, our constitution was of no 
help, since it doesn't describe the proce- 
dure to be followed during AGMs, and 
doesn't even provide a reference to a 
body of suppletive rules. 

Or, comment peut-on agir, en tant qu'as- 
sociation etudiante, si notre constitution, 
notre document fondamental, reste 
muette sur autant de sujets d'importance 
? Vous remarquerez que les buts de ('asso- 
ciation y sont decrits en termes si vagues 
qu'ils ne veulent finalement plus rien dire. 

II est done imperatif que notre association 
revise sa constitution, surtout dans le but 
d'en preciser les objectifs. Un comite pour 
la gouvernance a ete cree dans ce but, ce 
qui est un effort louable et qui, esperons- 
le, saura donner des resultats concrets, 
qui ne finiront pas sur une tablette. 

Dans ce debat, I'histoire et la position 
actuelle des associations etudiantes au 
Quebec pourrait nous edairer; apres tout, 
nous evoluons en collaboration avec elles 
et faisons face aux memes debats. Trois 
points en particular devraient a mon avis 
etre reiteres dans une eventuelle reforme 
de notre constitution. 

Premierement, il est essentiel que notre 
assemblee generate soit I'instance deci- 



sionnelle supreme de I'association, excep- 
tion faite peut-etre des referendums. Non 
seulement est-ce le lieu le plus represen- 
tatif de notre association, mais e'est egale- 
ment un sain contrepoids au pouvoir de 
I'executif. Dans notre democratic etudi- 
ante, la separation des pouvoirs s'ap- 
plique aussi, bien qu'a moindre echelle. 

Secondly, the association has to have an 
explicit role to represent the political in- 
terests of its members. Not only is this 
consistent with the current situation in 
Quebec, where accredited associations 
are given this role by virtue of the law, but 
it's also the primary way by which law stu- 
dents can play a role in society and con- 
tribute to the societal debates. 

Thirdly, a suppletive body of rules has to 
be specified in our constitution, be it le 
Code Morin, le Code Veronneau or the 
Robert's Rules of Order. This would clarify 
the procedure to be followed during as- 
semblies, and would prevent us from de- 
bating uselessly on technicalities such as 
the way to put forward an amendment 
and debate it. 

Tout repose, en fait, sur la vision que nous 
nous donnons de notre role dans la so- 
ciete. Sommes-nous un organe democra- 
tique vital, dont la participation a la 
societe civile est essentielle et se realise a 
la fois par les clubs et une voix forte de 
I'assemblee ? Ou sommes-nous plutot un 
congregat de clubs ayant certes un impact 
social, mais aucune voix politique co- 
herente ? II nous incombe de faire ce 
choix qui, bien que deplaisant pour cer- 
tains, sera tout de meme plus fructueux 
que le statu quo. 
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EN REPONSE AU TEXTE DE 
LEE MCMILLAN 



Je me questionne encore a savoir s il n au- 
rait pas ete plus judicieux d'ecrire ce texte 
en anglais, afin d'eviter I'accroissement du 
fosse ideologique par la barriere linguis- 
tique. En fait, je constate que j'aimerais 
peut-etre uniquement avoir la certitude 
que mon interlocuteur saisira bien mon 
propos... 



II m'est d'emblee apparu etrange de con- 
stater que le titre de ce texte n'avait rien a 
voir avec son contenu, I'essence du travail 
etant de detruire une certaine vision de la 
pensee souverainiste et non de critiquer 
les politiques du Parti Quebecois. Force est 
de constater que I'ideologie corrompt le 
jugement et qu'il devient alors impossible 
de departager objectivement les bons et 
les mauvais coups d'un gouvernement. Je 
peux done, sur ce point, conceder la dis- 
tance qui separe le propos exprime et son 
titre. 



Et surtout, comment controle-t-on la 
peur? Souvent par I'usage de la rationale. 
Voila peut-etre pourquoi I'auteur du texte 
semble ressentir un besoin machinal d'ap- 
puyer son propos dans des preceptes 
economiques qui donnent, je dois I'admet- 
tre, un semblant d'objectivite a son argu- 
mentaire, des bases rationnelles a sa peur. 



une base rationnelle que le discours sou- 
verainiste s'enracine « principalement 
dans des aspects culturels et que tout ce 
que ce mouvement peut esperer gagner 
sur ce plan, il pourra certainement s atten- 
dre a le perdre sur le plan economique ». 
Monsieur McMillan, qu'arriverait-il si ce 
mouvement trouvait aujourd'hui une 
legitimite dans une logique economique 
comme la votre, qui demystifierait vos pre- 
conceptions d'un discours souverainiste af- 
filie strictement a une ideologic de gauche, 
populiste, desillusionnee et irrationnelle? 
Rien ne vous permettrait alors d'inferer 
que la souverainete du Quebec implique 
une volonte d'introspection economique, 
un protectionnisme ou un refus d'accueillir 
des capitaux etrangers. Rien ne vous per- 
met non plus d'inferer que le peuple 
quebecois a besoin de se fermer aux 
autres pour se definir. 



Cette simple constatation expose toutefois 
en elle-meme I'absurdite inherente du 
debat : nous nous campons de toutes 
parts dans une perception stereotypee et 
desinformee des enjeux politiques qu'im- 
plique la souverainete. Nous ne faisons pas 
la difference entre le « Mouvement sou- 
verainiste » et I'election d'un gouverne- 
ment minoritaire aux mains liees, ayant 
pourtant relegue la question nationale au 
second plan de son programme electoral. 
Nous tombons dans les perversions d'un 
endoctrinement conscient, d'une ideologie 
qui cache en soi une faiblesse : la peur de 
I'autre. Mais qui a vraiment peur de qui 
ici? 



Une logique economique souverainiste* 
existe bel et bien en ce moment et met en 
lumiere le disfonctionnement systema- 
tique des politiques fiscales federales. Ce 
mouvement questionne la rentabilite pour 
le Quebec de transferer «grosso modo» 50 
milliards de dollars par annee au gou- 
vernement federal, lorsque celui-ci pos- 
sede le pouvoir de reinvests et financer a 
coups de dizaines de milliards de dollars 
ses projets strategiques ailleurs au pays, 
comme les sables bitumineux d'Alberta ou 
I'industrie automobile en Ontario. Ces de- 
cisions n'ont effectivement guere de re- 
tombees directes dans I'economie 
quebecoises et ne refletent decidement 
pas les valeurs des Quebecois, a en con- 
stater le rejet massif des politiques du 
Parti Conservateur aux dernieres elections 
federales. 



Evidemment, lorsqu'on ne connait pas I'en- 
jeu, 'I peut sembler legitime d'affirmer sur 



Face a ce constat, certains se refugient 
dans un argumentaire essouffle justifiant 
que le systeme possede des transferts 
federaux afin d'equilibrer les inegalites. 
Pourquoi les Quebecois devraient-ils alors 
s'insurger? Parce qu'une analyse compt- 
able poussee des depenses grandissantes 
de la bureaucratie federate (32% lors des 



quatre premieres annees Harper) permet 
de constater que le Quebec perd main- 
tenant environ 2 a 3 milliards de dollars 
par annee, argent que pourrait possible- 
ment couvrir la souverainete par la ratio- 
nalisation des doublons de ministeres 
federaux et la disposition du double rap- 
port d'impot. 



Cette logique economique existe. Elle est 
parfaitement defendable et evidemment, 
inconnue ou refusee des federalistes. Je 
peux admettre qu'il puisse etre choquant 
d'apprendre qu'objectivement, rationnelle- 
ment ou economiquement, le Quebec au- 
rait peut-etre les assises financieres pour 
faire I'independance. Mais il serait a mon 
tour futile de m'engager plus profonde- 
ment sur ce discours economique. D'une 
part, parce qu'il est possible de manipuler 
les chiffres, leur faire dire ce que nous 
voulons bien entendre. D'une autre parce 
que nous oublions trop souvent que I'e- 
conomie est d'abord et avant tout une sci- 
ence sociale inexacte frappee d'une limite 
qu'est I'incertitude et I'emotivite du fac- 
teur humain. En ce sens, les probability, 
les colonnes de chiffres, les deficits et les 
profits ne pourront jamais solutionner le 
caractere emotif et la problematique so- 
ciale qu'engendre la question nationale. 



Face a un constat aussi complexe, je n'au- 
rai pas la pretention d'apporter une solu- 
tion. Je ne peux que me desoler de lire, 
encore une fois, un texte teinte d'une rhe- 
torique decousue qui devoile un discours 
de sourd et mal informe. Je ne suis pas 
contre la liberte d'expression : ceux qui 
veulent faire la promotion d'un federal- 
isme americano-capitaliste ou louanger 
I'hegemonie economique de la langue 
anglaise peuvent le faire. Mais il est selon- 
moi essentiel d'adopter une optique qui 
permet le dialogue et le debat. Surtout sur 
la question de la souverainete. Sinon, cela 
n'a pour effet que de polariser indefini- 
ment la question. 



*(Voir le livre «Un gouvernement de trop» 
de Stephane Gobeil). 



4 • 23 OCTOBRE 2012 • QN 



Law II 



i 


LEXAND] 

MICHAU1 


§ 






w 



SOVEREIGNTY 

GOOD 



IS GOOD FOR QUEBEC, 
FOR EVERYONE 



This article is a response to Lee McMil- 
lan's federalist paper. With all due re- 
spect to Lee, whom I appreciate and 
estimate, I believe his text was but a 
collection of misconceptions about 
Quebec's sovereignty, which badly 
needed to be addressed - and crushed 
for good. 

Certainly, Quid Novi readers will have 
noticed that my title is not a perfect 
counterpart to Lee's. Indeed, his article 
was fashioned as an attack against PQ, 
but it really dealt with sovereignty 
alone. The recent switch in power fol- 
lowing September 4th did not 
"reignite" an otherwise dead debate. 
Firstly because Quebec had never 
stopped to be divided on the question, 
and secondly because the independ- 
ency option has clearly been put on 
hold by the actual government. With 
her minority in the chamber, the new 
Prime Minister was not given a man- 
date to launch a referendum, and 
stated anyways she had no such inten- 
tion. 

I am quite puzzled by Mr McMillan's 
views of Quebec's struggles for its au- 
todetermination. Sure, it might shift 
away time and energy that could be 
used elsewhere. Sure, we could have 
other debates instead, relatively to 
some economic or international poli- 
cies. But if the debate is there - sover- 
eignty has actively been pushed since 
the 1960's, let alone nationalism, 
which dates back to New-France -, and 
is given such importance by Quebeck- 
ers, how could one just wipe it away, 
saying it is but a petty matter, under- 
serving of our attention and efforts? 

I'd really like the Quid Novi readers to 



grasp the advantageous effects of sov- 
ereignty over federalism. What if Eu- 
rope's struggles to keep its monetary 
union, as pointed out by Lee, was in 
fact the best example of the issues 
arising when different nations give out 
part of their sovereignty to a confeder- 
ation? What if the euro zone is about 
to collapse because it was, from the 
very beginning, as terribly bad idea? 
Countries such as France and Germany 
should share a single currency with 
less developed Eastern-European 
countries? With Greece? Seriously? 

I actually happen to believe that one 
of the reasons why Europe became so 
powerful in History is, precisely, it's 
disunion. Small to average-sized coun- 
tries were competing against one an- 
other, and that was very stimulating 
for innovations. Each nation had its 
own model: compare France's central- 
ism - there's Paris, and the rest -, to 
Germany's multi-polar landscape, in 
which many cities endeavoured to be 
the first in importance. If a model 
failed, not all Western civilisation 
failed, but only one country. If a model 
worked better than the others, it 
would spread. The opposite happened 
in China. Did you know that China was 
well set to discover America way be- 
fore Europe did? Indeed, China was 
more developped, and it started it's 
great explorations nearly a century be- 
fore European countries did; the ex- 
plorer Zheng He had a fleet of 70 
ships, that were ten times as big as 
Christoph Colombus'. He explored 
South-East Asia, India, Egypt, the 
coasts of Africa, and some dare even 
say Australia, Antarctica and the 
Caribbeans. Yet, being an enormous, 
united empire, it so happened that 



China was alone with itself, unchal- 
lenged. The emperor feared that these 
new cultures and religions that were 
being discovered would prove danger- 
ous to the purity of the faith of his 
people, and just destroyed the ships. 
The entire civilization suffered from 
this. 

I also resent Mr. McMillan's views on 
the seemingly ineluctable merger of all 
countries into a planet-State, this 
"global-village" or New World Order 
agenda that is being pushed around in 
the media. I believe this is one of the 
most dangerous ideas of our time, and 
one of the biggest challenges of the 
XXIst century will be for countries to 
resist this pressure and find alternative 
ways to come closer together without 
losing their sovereignty. Think about it 
for a second; who really has interest in 
a world without borders? Poets like it 
as a dream of fraternity in mankind, 
but the ones really benefitting from it 
will be but the big corporations, for 
which borders are an annoyance, a 
mere burden to deal with. A single- 
state world could not be a federation 
in my opinion, but solely an empire. 
The reconciliation of so many diverging 
interests seems impossible to me with- 
out constant military interventions of a 
world police. And then what shall hap- 
pen, if the Hitler, Staline, Franco or 
Mussolini of the century to come takes 
over power? Who will fight him and 
his policies? 

On the opposite, I strongly believe in 
the autodetermination of peoples, and 
in the concept of nation-State. That is, 

I think that any people conscious of 
forming a distinct nation should have 
its own State. This is, in my view, the 
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only way every people can deal with 
its specific problems and achieve its 
unique goals. It’s the sole solution to 
preserving cultural diversity and long- 
term social peace. This is true for Scot- 
land, this is true for Tibet, this is true 
forTransnistria, Catalonia, the Basque 
Country, and guess what? It is true for 
Quebec, too! Those are not "old 
demons", they are rather unresolved 
issues! Just look at all the problems 
faced by Africa, simply because it was 
divided for the benefits of colonialist 
foreign nations, and not in the interest 
of the local populations, who were ei- 
ther split or forced to live in the same 
country as rival nations. Whenever an 
ethnic group takes on power, the oth- 
ers inevitably suffer from it. If only 
Africa had been divided into smaller 
states, and the borders traced to fol- 
low the ethnic occupation of territory, 
there wouldn't be so much tension. 

The right to auto-determination is not 
prescriptive: there is no delay after 
which a people can no longer demand 
freedom. Quebec was conquered, and 
thus it is only legitimate that it wishes 
to access to independence, to govern 
itself without the interference of an- 
other nation, that cannot fully under- 
stand and address its specificities. 
Seriously, how many Quebeckers feel 
they are being well represented by 
Harper? Just like most Anglo-Canadi- 
ans are very proud of their Canadian 
distinctive culture and would never 
want to be integrated into the United 
States (despite a common language), 
to what extend, then, should Quebec 
be jealous of its independence, and 
zealous in trying to obtain it formally! 

Yes, there are undeniably strong cul- 
tural, political, moral and philosophical 
grounds for independence, but the 
economic counter-part to sovereignty 
is also a great argument in favor of a 
new Quebec State. It might feel like 



some Quebeckers tend to get very 
emotional when the question is 
brought before them, but the sover- 
eignty project does not stop to mere 
historical and cultural issues: it also 
makes a lot of sense, economically, to 
become a country! Sure, some in- 
vestors might be a little chilly in doing 
business with us during the transition 
period, but this is true of any new na- 
tion. We need not fear this. No nation 
has ever regretted to access sover- 
eignty. Ever. It just doesn't happen. 

Lee McMillan seems under the false 
impression that Quebec nationalism in 
anti-English, while it is in fact simply 
pro-French. Of course, we want to be 
able to be served in French in retail 
shops, but that does not mean that 
Quebec will be disarmed in exterior 
business. Can anyone seriously believe 
that Quebec businessmen will stop 
learning English in a sovereign Que- 
bec? That our investing prospectuses 
will only be available in French? What 
are we, dumb? Quebeckers are, on the 
contrary, very aware of the state of 
North America and the world, and it is 
one of the most bilingual people in the 
world. Quebeckers speak English 
much better than French people do. 
We have a vast and rich territory, great 
industries, and formidable institutions. 
We have everything we need to be 
amongst the wealthiest nations of the 
world. What a shame it is, in my opin- 
ion, that a poor region like South- 
Sudan could make its sovereignty 
happen before we could! 



Mr. McMillan, as many federalists, re- 
sorts to the commonly heard, yet mis- 
•eading, argument of equalization 
payments. Sure, Quebec might re- 
ceive, for the time being, more money 
than it gives. But let us consider the 
use of the money paid to the federal 
government. The truth is, Quebec 
loses a lot in paying for the federal 



policies, because they go against its 
values, and thus enter in contradiction 
with our own provincial endeavors. 
Quebeckers want to invest in preven- 
tion of criminality; Canada spends its 
money on mega-prisons. Quebeckers 
want more respect for the environ- 
ment; Canada destroyed Kyoto. Que- 
beckers are in favor of peace and 
neutrality; Canada has become a mili- 
tary country, keen to declare war and 
take the lead in Afghanistan. And so 
on, and so forth. Quebeckers are pay- 
ing twice, for policies than end-up can- 
celling one another's benefits! 

Quebec is also relatively less indebted 
than other developed countries: if it 
was to become a State, Quebec would 
be less indebted than the average of 
the OECD. How come those countries 
feel that it's ok for them to be in such 
debt and be independent, and Quebec 
shouldn't? Federalists too often try to 
scare the population with economic 
arguments, and, unfortunately, too 
often succeed. The size, the weight of 
a national economy is, in fact, irrele- 
vant in our now globalised world. Sov- 
ereignty is far from being synonym 
with autarchy! In the XXIst century, all 
a country has to do to be prosperous 
is find a niche in which is it perform- 
ing, and sell that to the rest of the 
world. In fact, ten of the wealthiest 
countries per capita in the world have 
a smaller or comparable economy 
than Quebec. 

I could go on and on, but I doubt you 
are very numerous to have read to this 
point anyways. I'll simply conclude by 
stating that, in my opinion, all the is- 
sues Quebec is currently facing would 
be better and more easily resolved if it 
had all the powers to govern itself. 
Sovereignty is absolutely good for 
Quebec, it is good for all nations! 
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LSA TO LAW JOURNALS: GO ON, 
TAKE THE MONEY AND RUN 



Democracy can be such a messy thing. 

If you weren't at the LSA's 2012 Annual 
General Assembly, held Oct. 17 in the 
Moot Court, you missed a very interesting 
discussion of the LSA's proposed alloca- 
tion of $20,000 in "surplus funds" (i.e. our 
money) to the four law journals that affili- 
ate themselves with the Faculty of Law. 

It was a discussion I suspect the LSA Exec- 
utive was not expecting. (I was there, and 
I wasn't expecting it either.) 

But law students, by their very nature, are 
an argumentative and contrarian bunch, 
and more than a few of them seemed dis- 
mayed (to put it lightly) that the LSA's 
2012-13 budget had allocated $20,000 to 
the journals. This money, by the way, is in 
addition to the substantial $$$ already al- 
located to the journals through our stu- 
dent fees. 

The dissent over this proposal reached a 
fever pitch, even as LSA President Graham 
Splawski attempted to douse the flames 
with various explanations of why the extra 
money for the law journals was a sound 
spending decision by the LSA. 

For several minutes, it looked like the 
budget would be soundly defeated by the 
assembled students - a move Mr. 

Splawski said would result in the immedi- 
ate shutdown of the LSA and all its activi- 
ties. The audience seemed unimpressed. 

Eventually, the President proposed a 
budgetary amendment that was reluc- 
tantly accepted by the membership. The 
proposed allocation was removed from 
the budget and placed in a kind of fiscal 
purgatory. It will be up for debate by stu- 
dents until next semester. 



At that point, LSA Council (which, I note, 
unanimously supported the budget in its 
entirety before it was presented at the 
AGA) will again vote on the issue and de- 
cide where to allocate the homeless 
$20,000. Will it simply be rubber-stamped 
back to the law journals? Potentially. But 
the delay gives students an opportunity to 
participate in the discussion, and lobby 
their elected representatives (LSA exec, 
class presidents, and Faculty Council reps) 
one way or the other. 

*** 

Rabble-rouser that I am, I must say the 
discussion over this proposed $20,000 al- 
location to our venerable law journals 
raised a host of serious questions in my 
mind. 

The biggest argument made by the Execu- 
tive in favour of this major spending pro- 
posal is that the LSA is flush with cash. 
Apparently too flush with cash. 

The LSA's accumulated worth is now in 
the range of $167,000. This is apparently 
too high - though not high enough to jus- 
tify reducing our student fees, which are 
not only expensive for starving students, 
but are also roughly indexed to inflation, 
and thus are guaranteed to rise ever 
higher, year after year. 

Don't get me wrong. I'd be more than 
happy to pay my student fees at their cur- 
rent rate, if the LSA had some grand vi- 
sion, some great plan that justified a 
major capital expenditure. For example, 
Chris Durrant, who narrowly lost the race 
for LSA President to Mr. Splawski last 
March, had proposed the LSA work with 
the Faculty and University Administration 
to purchase and install solar panels on the 
roof of the Law Faculty, as a nod toward 



environmental sustainability and energy 
efficiency. 

But I am neither advocating nor opposing 
solar panels per se. All I am saying is that 
if the LSA is flush with cash, it could do 
several positive things to rectify this situa- 
tion. It could lower our student fees. It 
could undertake a good-sized capital proj- 
ect that would benefit students as a 
whole (following suitable consultations, of 
course). 

The LSA has chosen neither course. In- 
stead, the proposed alternate course of 
"action" is to hand out large sums of stu- 
dent dollars to the law journals. 

As the AGA, the LSA made various argu- 
ments to justify this gift. I was, and re- 
main, skeptical. 

The first argument is that the law journals 
benefit all students, not just those who 
participate in their editing and produc- 
tion. These benefits come in the form of 
the periodic conferences and talks the 
journals sponsor, as well as the added ac- 
ademic "prestige" their publication brings 
the Faculty and, by "trickle-down," law 
students themselves. 

I myself cannot say how many confer- 
ences, talks and colloquia are sponsored 
by the various law journals. We are inun- 
dated with such things on a weekly basis 
here in the Faculty. This is a good thing, 
but I am not sure the few added drips the 
law journals add to my overfloweth cup 
justifies a major, multi-year cash gift to 
them. 

The LSA also said the law journals have 
been experiencing "financial difficulty" in 
recent years. Of course, no numbers could 
be provided to the assembled students to 
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back up this claim, as the journals are 
independently incorporated entities 
that are neither accountable, nor re- 
port to, the LSA. 

Instead, we were simply asked by the 
LSA to "trust" the law journals, and to 
"trust" the Executive's judgment in this 
regard. I'm sorry, but that just doesn't 
sound like a very "lawyerly" response 
to a valid question. 

Because really, where student funds 
are concerned, trust has nothing to do 
with it. The facts should speak for 
themselves. And yet the facts cannot 
speak for themselves, because the law 
journals - as separate legal entities 
from the LSA - are under no obligation 
to open their books to us. 

I respect this independence. Indeed, I 
vociferously defend it. But this does 
not mean the law journals should be 
entitled to additional student money, 
without having made any financial 
case in their favour. Indeed, for want of 
any hard empirical evidence of fiscal 
hardship, the law journals should be 
entitled to no extra money, period. 

(As an aside on this topic, I might pose 
an additional question: if the journals 
are hard-up for funds, then why have 
we taken the collective decision to 
start a fourth new journal: the Arbitra- 
tion Journal? This seems tantamount 
to taking on new obligations, before 
existing obligations have been properly 
attended to.) 

Overall, I am not even certain this "fi- 
nancial need" argument is a valid one. 
My understanding is that the McGill 
Law Journal, by far the granddaddy of 
the group, was in the black last year. It 
also holds a substantial endowment 
from various benefactors, though this 



cannot be dipped into without special 
permission. 

At the AGA, the LSA seemed eager to 
hand over student funds to the law 
journals because "we know all the 
money will get spent." This point was 
made in contrast to clubs and soci- 
eties, who only spent 56% of their 
budgetary allocation last year. (The un- 
spent monies were simply added to 
the LSA surplus.) 

I just cannot understand the logic be- 
hind this comparison. If there is a 
problem with insufficient spending (!) 
by clubs and societies, the LSA should 
work with them to remedy this issue. 
But this fact has nothing to do with 
whether we should be giving extra 
funding to the law journals. If they are 
not entitled to more LSA money, who 
really cares whether they would spend 
it all? 

The LSA commitment to the law jour- 
nals is also supposed to carry forward 
over three years, for a total of $60,000. 
Personally, I do not like the idea of the 
LSA tying the hands of future councils 
like this. Let next year's budget be 
made by next year's council. If the law 
journals don't like it, they are welcome 
to refrain from the gift-giving process 
altogether. 



I really do not see why the LSA feels 
such a terrible itch to draw down its 
accumulated net worth. It is always a 
good thing to retain money - lots of 
money - for rainy day needs and fu- 
ture projects of an urgent nature. Of 
course, if the LSA is dead set on flush- 
ing away its money, then why not un- 
dertake a major project with long-term 
value to students and Faculty alike? Or 



perhaps they could consider giving me 
back a few of my own scarce dollars, in 
the form of a student fee rebate? 

On the other hand, if the LSA is dead 
set on throwing money at the law jour- 
nals, then fine. Let's consider them for 
funding. 

But let them make the case for it, 
rather than our simply accepting them 
at their word. This means each journal 
should be required to submit an appli- 
cation for funding, complete with con- 
crete financial projections, explicit 
funding plans, and maybe even per- 
formance benchmarks. And all funding 
allocations should be made on an an- 
nual basis only - no multi-year funding 
commitments, under any circum- 
stances. 

Additionally, I think the law journals 
should be required to provide the LSA 
with an outline of their additional 
funding sources, whether from adver- 
tising, sponsorships or whatever else. 
And if these "other" funding sources 
are minor or nil (for example, ads in a 
few of the law journals are very few 
and far between), then I tend to won- 
der why LSA money should be replac- 
ing fundraising activities that the 
journals should really be undertaking 
themselves. 

I would encourage all students to pro- 
vide your opinions, ideas and feedback 
regarding this law journals funding 
proposal to your elected LSA represen- 
tatives. Remember: It's YOUR money 
they're spending, so have your say! 
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YOUR INTRO TO THE LSA 
COUNCIL'S $20,000 ADVENTURE 



In terms of LSA politics, last year was 
about referendums. We voted about 
labour disputes, tuition hikes, and the om- 
nibus crime bill. And while we've already 
a controversial referendum, this year is 
going to be different. The LSA Council will 
be making the decisions. They'll be decid- 
ing how to spend twenty-thousand dol- 
lars, and maybe reinvigorating the 
representative democracy part of our gov- 
ernance that has generally been ignored 
in the past. 

The LSA's great experiment in representa- 
tive democracy started at this semester's 
General Assembly a few days ago. For any- 
one who missed it, this paragraph is my 
take on how GA's budget discussion un- 
rolled. After a pleasantly meme-illustrated 
explanation of the executive's budgets 
and the budget as a whole, questions 
began. The questions came to focus on 
one point of contention. The budget was 
set to give an extra twenty thousand dol- 
lars to the four law journals. Audience 
members suggested that the money 
should be made available to all clubs, with 
the journals applying for the money like 
any club. Perhaps loath to be making 
budgetary changes on the fly, the LSA 
exec said that they wouldn't accept 
amendments from the floor. This naturally 
begged the question of what would hap- 
pen if the budget was voted down, to 
which the LSA answered that they would 
have to immediately cease all financial 
disbursements, meaning a halt to all LSA 
activities. In possibly the only moment 
the LSA exec was able to successfully 
gauge what the room was thinking, they 
quickly added that this would mean no 
Coffee House. The discussion got pre- 
dictably heated, and after some constitu- 
tional and procedural wrangling, a 
compromise was struck. The budget was 



passed (grab your mug Sally, Coffee House 
continues) except that the twenty thou- 
sand dollars earmarked for the journals 
has been left out of the budget. The LSA 
Council will decide what to do with the 
money in early January, possibly at their 
first meeting. 

Now this is an interesting issue and should 
stimulate some good discussion about the 
role of the journals at our school, our 
hopes for our clubs, and what the LSA 
spends money on. One detail I found in- 
teresting at the GA is that the journals 
had not shown their budgets to the LSA. 
The executive said they would give the 
journals money by reimbursing receipts, 
just like they do with clubs. This makes lit- 
tle difference however, if the journals 
don't have to show how the money that 
they receive from the levies we all pay is 
used. They could send some of their legiti- 
mate expenses to the LSA, and spend 
some of their levy money on a cham- 
pagne bubble bath. Do I think that's what 
would likely happen? No. I assume our 
journals are well-managed, because the 
only kind of person who is more anal re- 
tentive and detail-based than someone 
who follows student politics is someone 
who would want to check citations in 
their spare time. Get enough of those 
people in a room and they'll probably 
watch each other pretty well. At the same 
time however, we can't base our decisions 
on glib stereotypes. The journals get our 
money, but they don't appear to be very 
accountable. It might be worth having a 
discussion about that. 

Another point I hope doesn't get lost in 
this discussion is that we don't have to 
hand the money over to either the jour- 
nals or the clubs. Unless they say other- 
wise, the journals are getting by on their 



levies, and compared to last year, the 
clubs are already getting more money as it 
is. Council could vote to spend it on some- 
thing else or even decide not to spend it 
right away. The money represents the 
LSA's structural surplus; the 20 thousand 
the LSA usually has left over at the end of 
each year, these last couple of years. Now, 
the LSA could provide an additional serv- 
ice, take on a new initiative, give a regular 
donation to charity or provide a scholar- 
ship. There are lots of things we could do, 
if not starting this year, then next. January 
will come fast, but I hope there is a good 
discussion on how this money should be 
spent this year and in the years to come. 

(I personally will be suggesting that as 
wonderful as Actus Reus always is, it 
would really benefit from a pyrotechnics 
budget). 

Finally, just as interesting as the decision 
to be made is who will make the decision. 
The LSA Council makes decisions all the 
time, but what's different in this case is 
that the whole student body has the time 
and opportunity to consider the issue and 
give their input. Now this is pretty neat 
actually, democratically. People who were 
elected, not based on a political party, but 
based on who they are, will have to make 
a decision, with hopefully a large portion 
of the law school watching. Will they vote 
based on what they personally think is 
right or will they vote based on what they 
think the majority of students want? Have 
we elected Edmund Burkes or people who 
see themselves as delegates? We'll find 
out when they vote. But before that, their 
responsibility is clear. They must listen, 
even Burke was quite adamant about 
that. The flip-side of the coin however, is 
that we the students must be vocal. 
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A MOTION FOR A SUBSTANTIAL STUDENT ROLE IN DECISIONS 
ABOUT COURSE OFFERINGS AND COURSE CONTENT 

This motion was adopted at the law students association annual general meeting, held on October 1 7, 2012 



WHEREAS the curriculum forms a fundamental part of a stu- 
dent's legal education; 

WHEREAS students are the people most affected by decisions 
about course offerings and course content; 

WHEREAS students are in a good position to know what types of 
courses will be necessary or useful for their future careers and 
personal development; 

WHEREAS the Faculty is currently undergoing a review of the 
curriculum; 

WHEREAS many students are disappointed with the Faculty 
course offerings, including topic and language of instruction; 

WHEREAS many students are sometimes disappointed with the 
content of their courses, especially required courses; 

WHEREAS other Quebec universities allow for student input into 
the content of each course; 

WHEREAS some law faculties in Canada have mandatory courses 
in Access to Justice (Windsor), Social Rights (UQAM) and Aborigi- 
nal Law (UBC) that are either not even offered at McGill or not 
on a regular basis; 

WHEREAS students were inadequately consulted during the cur- 
riculum changes that took place last year; 



WHEREAS measures to address gaps in the course offerings, such 
as student-led seminars, are welcome but their constraints are 
too limiting; 

WHEREAS students have no representation in decisions about 
annual course offerings and each course's content; 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Faculty Council Curriculum Committee 
student representatives canvas student ideas through town halls 
and/or written submissions to determine the best ways students 
can play a substantial role in decisions about course offerings 
and course material; BE IT RESOLVED that following this consul- 
tation, the Faculty Council Curriculum Committee student repre- 
sentatives organize a special General Assembly by the end of 
January 2013 to vote on the preferred method(s) of student 
input into course offerings and course content; 

BE IT RESOLVED that the LSA advocate that students play a sub- 
stantial role in decisions about course offerings and course con- 
tent based on the results of this special GA; 

BE IT RESOLVED that the LSA advocate that students be allowed 
to take more than one student-led seminar for credit; 

BE IT RESOLVED that the LSA advocate that the Faculty commit 
to offering any student-led seminar as a regular course after it 
has been held three times. 



MOTION ON GRADES 

This motion was adopted at the law students association annual general meeting, held on October 1 7, 2012 

"d 0f COmmunit '' ™ Dth a‘ thb committee be given a mandate to research. 



WHEREAS a number of courses in the faculty already operate 
a pass/fail basis; 



to canvas student opinion, and to issue a report by February 



on 



RESOLVED that the committee pay special attention to potential 

WHEREAS other distinguished law schools such as Yale and the 1 1 f 6 , °? mar 8 inalize d groups historically excluded from the 

of T have moved to a non-erade w J ^ U ‘ egal profess,on ; 



-grade evaluation; and 

WHEREAS studies appear to show that pass/fail programs corre iSArof a ..midview 10 propi 

spond with less stress and greater group cohesion; !f^^ efe [f. ndum puestion on the matter in March, if the commit- 



C0nvene 3 Amative 



ap- 



RESOWED that the report be issued with a view to proposing an 
referendum question on the matter in March, if the c 
tee identifies what appears to be a better approach; and 

RESOLVED that such a referendum question would strongly advo- 

ate on behalf of students that the faculty adopt the preferred 
approach. M e rea 
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NO TIME TO COOK? 

THE STUDENT WELL-BEING COMMITTEE 



Je vais etre honnete en disant que je n'avais pas d'inspiration 
pour mon article de cette semaine. Alors je me contente de vous 
partager un paquet de recettes faciles, rapides et pas cheres, 
vous permettant d'avoir un menu equilibre toute la semaine! 

De plus, j'ai decouvert que Joannie Jacob, une etudiante sur le 
Student Well-Being Committee en 2009-2010, avait fait un livre 
de recettes complet avec des recettes d'etudiants. Si vous en 
voulez une copie, ecrivez-moi un email! 
michele.lamarre-leroux@mail.mcgill.ca 
Enjoy! 

Salade tiede de pois chiches 

Preparation : 15 min. 

Cuisson : 10 min. 

Portions : 4 

Ingredients 

- 1 petit oignon rouge emince finement 
- 1 gousse d'ail hachee finement 

- 2 c. a soupe d'huile d'olive 

- % t. de vinaigre de vin rouge 

- 1 boite de 540 ml. de pois chiches rinces et egouttes 

- 2 tomates coupees en fins quartiers 
- 1 tasse de bebes epinards 

- 1 c. a soupe de menthe fraTche ciselee 

- Sel et poivre 

Preparation 

- Dans une poele, attendrir I'oignon et Tail dans I'huile. 

- Deglacer avec le vinaigre et laisser reduire a sec. 

- Ajouter les pois chiches et bien melanger. 

- Saler et poivrer 

- Dans un bol, melanger la preparation de pois chiches avec le 
reste des ingredients. 

- Rectifier I'aissaisonnement. 

Commentaires 

J'ajoute toujours plus de bebes epinards! Ajuster les quantites au 
gout. 

Pangasius au lait de coco 5 minutes 

Preparation : 5 min. 

Cuisson : 10 min. 

Portions : 4 



Ingredients 

- 800 grammes (11/2 lb) de filets de pangasius, coupes en cubes 

- 398 ml (14 oz) de lait de coco 

- 30 mL (2 c. a soupe) de gingembre frais hache finement 

- 1 mL (Y* c. a the) de coriandre moulue - Le zeste et le jus 
d'une lime 

- Sel et poivre 

Preparation 

- Dans une casserole, melanger tous les ingredients a I'exception 
du jus de lime. 

- Saler et poivrer 

- Porter a ebullition 

- Couvrir et laisser mijoter doucement environ 5 minutes 

- Ajouter le jus de lime au gout 

Commentaires 

Ideal a manger sur un lit de riz! 

Galettes de saumon faciles 

Preparation : 5 min. 

Cuisson : 5 min. 

Portions : 4 

Ingredients 

- 10 biscuits soda 

- 1 conserve de saumon (106 gr) 

- 1 oeuf 

- Vi t. d'epinards ou cresson, haches 

- Sel et poivre 

Preparation 

- Ecraser les biscuits soda. 

- Y ajouter le saumon, I'oeuf, les epinards et les assaisonnements. 

- Bien melanger. 

- Fa^onner des galettes. 

- Cuire dans un poelon legerement graisse 
pendant 5 min. 

Commentaires 

Cela aide d'ecraser les galettes avec une spatule. 

Ideal pour un repas rapide, en transit, entre deux cours! 

Salade polyvalente 

Tous les ingredients sont au choix! 

Preparation : 10 min. 

Cuisson : 0 min. 

Portions : 4 
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Ingredients 
Base (au choix) 

- 2 boites de legumineuses melangees en conserve 

- 2 tasses de couscous 
Melange (au choix) 

- Poivrons de la couleur preferee! (Les verts sont moins chers, les 
rouges plus sucres!) 

- Celeri 

- Olives noires 

- Bebes epinards 

- Tomates 

- Concombres 

- Feta 

- Menthe/Basilic 

- N'importe quel autre legume du marche de saison! 

Extras pour faire changement : 

- Graines de tournesol 

- Amandes 

- Thon en canne 



Vinaigrettes (auantites au eout): 

- 2 parts d'huile d'olive pour 1 part de vinaigre balsamique 

- Moutarde dijon 

- Miel 
Ou 

- 2 parts d'huile d'olive pour 1 part de vinaigre de framboise 

- Origan 
Ou 

- 2 parts d'huile d’olive pour 1 part de vinaigre de vin blanc 

- moutarde de dijon 
-jus de citron frais 

- origan seche 

- 1 gousse d’ail, hachee 

- sucre 

- sel et poivre 

Preparation 
-Tout melanger 

Commentaires 
Adaptable a tous les gouts! 



La iv III 



MOLLY 
KRISHTALKA 






FOOD FOR THOUGHT 



Vous sentez qu’il n'y a pas assez d'heures dans la journee pour 
completer toutes vos lectures et manger sainement? Ne vous in- 
dite 2 plus, je vous jure que cette recette vegetarienne ne 
prend pas plus de 30 minutes! Spice-lovers may prefer to pre- 
pare their own seasoning mix (see below), but for those in a real 
rush, store-bought barbeque seasoning will do just as well. Feel 
free to add other vegetables — corn, diced eggplant, or even 
mushrooms would be equally delicious in this dish. Depending 
on hunger levels, this recipe makes 2-4 servings. 

Black Bean Fajitas 



2 tablespoons vegetable oil 
1 medium onion, diced 
1 bell pepper, diced 
1 can black beans, drained and rinsed 

1 tablespoon barbeque seasoning (store- 
recipe follows) 

'A teaspoon ground cumin 

2 tablespoons tomato paste 
y* cup water 

1 green onion, diced 
Salt and pepper, to taste 



bought, or homemade 



Soft tortillas, warmed 

Toppings: grated cheese, diced avocado, diced tomato, sour 
cream— the options are endless! 



onion, and cook until soft, roughly 3 minutes. Add the bell pep- 
per, and cook for an additional 4 minutes, until softened. Stir in 
the black beans, BBQ seasoning, and cumin, and cook until fra- 
grant, roughly 30 seconds. Add the tomato paste and water. Stir 
the mixture occasionally until the water has cooked off, roughly 
5 minutes. Add the green onion, salt, and pepper, and spoon th 
fapta mix into the tortillas. Top with cheese, avocado, and/or 
diced tomatoes. Enjoy! 



Homemade seasoning (makes 1 tablespoon) 

1/8 teaspoon ground cayenne 

1/8 teaspoon ground mustard 

% teaspoon garlic powder 

A* teaspoon onion powder 

3/4 teaspoon red pepper flakes 

'A teaspoon cumin 

'A teaspoon sweet paprika 

1 teaspoon brown sugar 
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Osier, Hoskin & Hareourt LLP 



You expect great 
mentors, but it's the 
smiles that catch 
you off guard. 




OSLER 



Tlie direct path 



Yes.vve’il kw(i yon on your toes." It'svrbat mfit.es you successful 
in the end. But it's our culture and jimsio u fo r what we do that 
make us the light fit for any student loo king for more. 

os le rst ucle nt . co m 



Toronto I Montreal I Calgary I Ottawa I New York 






CDO 
ADVISORY 
BOARD 






GREETINGS! 



1 Who are we? The CDO Advisory Board is an LSA committee 
that was put together last year to work in conjunction with the 
Career Development Office to discuss and meet the needs of the 
student body concerning career-related issues. This committee 
consists of the Assistant Dean (Student Life and Learning), the 
CDO Director, the CDO Coordinator, one LSA executive, and two 
student representatives. 

2 What do we do? Well, our first meeting of the year was very 
productive. We discussed a number of relevant issues including: 

a) Activites du CDP - Cet ete, le CDP a ete tres occupe par la 
mise en place des processus de recrutement organise aupres de 
differents cabinets et organisations. II a egalement planifie les 
activites qui ont eu lieu durant I'orientation, de meme que les 
evenements sociaux et les ateliers pour les etudiants qui se tien- 
dront au courant de I'annee scolaire. Le CDP a aussi travaille avec 
le SAO a developper d'autres activites comme un programme de 
mentorat entre les Anciens diplomes et les etudiants (genial!). 

b) Student Concerns: We discussed some of the issues you raised 
to us such as: the need for more public interest events, the CDO 



doing more to provide information on Eastern Canada recruit- 
ments, getting some statistics on the OCI and Course aux Stages 
recruitment rates, and increasing the meeting times available 
with the CDO office. To address some of these issues, the CDO is 
looking to hire more help very soon (subject to available re- 
sources), and they are offering more group clinics and workshops 
(so take advantage of these). Regarding Eastern Canada recruit- 
ment - and organized recruitment processes in general - the 
CDO currently partners with a number of CDO offices across the 
country, and uploads the information on its website 
(http://www.mcgill.ca/cdo/) as soon as it becomes available 
from them. A reminder to all students was also sent in the Mme 
Jobs newsletter. 

3. Comment pouvez-vous vous impliquer? C'est tres facile de 
vous exprimer par le biais des membres etudiantes du comite 
consultatif! Tout commentaire, question, inquietude et compli- 
ment sont les bienvenus! N'hesitez pas a communiquer avec 
nous! Also, don't forget to visit the brand new "Get involved" 
section of the recently revamped CDO website to find out more! 
It's YOUR Career Office! 



OXFORD' S 
GRADUATE 
RECRUITMENT 
TEAM IN CANADA 



OXFORD'S GRADUATE RECRUITMENT 



This November, the University of Oxford will be in Canada visit- 
ing various universities across the country to promote graduate 
study at the University. 



We have been able to arrange presentations at the University of 
Waterloo, Wilfrid Laurier. York. Queen's, McGill, Concordia's LAC 
and the University of Ottawa. 



If you know anyone a n 0 - ay oe .nterested in attending one , 
these events, please ask them to rrpflu onfine on the Unive 
sity's Canada website: post- 

graduate _coune^abouij&^j^ vers-y/countryspetific infc 
ation/canada_ 2012 -htni. ~ 



If you know a " yo-*e 



Plying for graduate study at Oxford, please ask them to visit our 
Course Guide: 

http.// w w w . o x. ac .uk/ a dmis s i on s/p os tg r ad u at e _ co u rs es/ co u r se_ 
gui e/index. html for details on our courses, the application 

process, and more. 

Prospertve graduate students can get in touch with our Grade- 

sign unT' 0n ,T ™ www & raduate .ox.ac.uk/ask, and also 
dates UP t6S * hr0U8h www -S ra duate.ox.ac.uk/up- 

inhiativ^nip" 7 q “° St,ons or commenu regarding our upcoming 
Recruitment IT d ° 8C ' t0UCh with Luke Seam °"e, Graduate 

ecrurtment Manager (luke.seamone@admin.ox.ac.uk) 
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Law I 



JAMES 
MCCARTHY 
& LINDA 
EL-HALABI 



APLAM NEWS 

A Word from 1L Representatives 



James: 

On September 26th, the Asia Pacific Law Association of McGill 
(APLAM) kicked off the year with its Welcome Event, the first of 
what promises to be a year of interesting and fun events for 
APLAM. Over a snack of egg rolls, samosas, and various other 
finger foods, students had the chance to mingle and discuss vari- 
ous topics related to the Asia Pacific region. The 2012-2013 
APLAM executives were on hand to welcome newcomers, chat- 
ting with them about the organization itself and the various op- 
portunities to get involved and learn more about the region. 

After students had the opportunity to talk and enjoy the food, 
the APLAM team formally introduced themselves, as well as 
their plans for various events throughout the year aimed at pro- 
viding opportunities for McGill Law students to learn more about 
the Asia Pacific region. As a first year student coming from out- 
side of McGill, this event was my first exposure to APLAM. Hav- 
ing experienced the region first hand as an exchange student in 
Hong Kong during my undergrad, I was extremely interested in 
the various opportunities which APLAM provides to McGill Law 
students to increase our knowledge of the Asia Pacific region, 
and I very much look forward to the events which are planned 
for the coming academic year. 



Linda: 

A few weeks ago, I attended APLAM's welcome event to new stu- 
dents. Because of my interest in the Asia Pacific region and my 
love of East Asian cultures and languages, I had been involved in 
Asia-oriented student clubs during my undergrad at McGill. 
Therefore, when I had heard about APLAM while still an under- 
grad, I immediately thought I would want to join the group as a 
law student. I attended their welcome event to learn more about 
the club, and by talking to the execs and previous and current 
members, I knew APLAM was the right student group for me to 
get involved in. I liked that they were focused both on profes- 
sional development events and cultural events, and I thought it 
was a great idea that they wanted to work on integrating more 
Asia-related courses in our law curriculum. Basically, after getting 
to know the execs and the members at the welcome event, I was 
impressed by their ideas, their achievements (for which they 
have won club of the year), and their welcoming and friendly at- 
titude. I'm definitely glad to be on the team this year and can't 
wait to see what we will accomplish. 
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Law II 



INSOMNIE 






JONATHAN 

BROSSEAU 






et les lumieres ensanglantees 

mon regard a la guerre dans 

mon cceur au lent rythme des vagues de 

mes souvenirs hier nouveaux poemes 

apprendre a parler retranscrire quelques 

chansons tes reves cessent de se dire 

parfois meme I'ete fait du sens pour 

les convaincus la creme glacee si 

rapidement evaporee goudron 

tes vetements flottant sur I'eau I'etang 



Low II 







A 


i 


jUDOVIC 

5URDAGE 


¥ 



CE N'EST QU'UN JEU 



J'ai le cceur etourdi 
dans tes bras 
il a tourne 
les yeux bandes 
sur lui-meme 



je te Tai offert 

avec le sourire d'un enfant 
quimet la queue de I'ane 
en pleine face 

avec le delire d'un ivrogne 
qui joue au funambule 
en pleine rue 



et tu as ri. 
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Law III 




INGEREE PAR 



LA FORET 



Ingeree par la foret, elle court, elle court sans tourner la tete; ig- 
norant les branches qui la fouettent, elle court. Ingeree par sa 
peur, elle court, elle court sans tourner le regard, ignorant les 
cailloux qui mordent ses pieds nus, elle court. Ingeree par I'e- 
spoir, elle court, elle court sans se retourner. Peu a peu, elle 
s'estompe dans la noirceur. 

Mercredi 

Ses doigts tremblants defont I'enveloppe tout doucement. Le 
nom du destinateur n'est pas indique, seulement une adresse in- 
connue; cela la terrifie. Tracassee, elle retire la lettre d'un coup 
sec. 

« Je t'aime, je t'aimais, je t'aimerai. II faut que tu le saches. Je ne 
t'ai jamais raconte de mensonges et je ne commencerai pas 
maintenant, aujourd'hui, apres tant d'annees. Quand je te disais 
que tu etais belle, je le pensais reellement. Je ne veux pas dire 
que je ne regrette pas le passe aneanti. Je me suis laisse trainer 
par la charrette de mes appetences les plus immorales. C'es dur 
de resister, surtout lorsque le fruit parait si delicieux. Je regrette, 
je regrette de I'avoir souille, le fruit de ton ame. 

Quand mes doigts parcouraient le chemin si soigneusement as- 
soupli de ta peau, je sentais le plaisir cru monter en moi. Quand 
les larmes barbouillaient ton regard, c'etait le remords qui com- 
mengait a ronger mon etre, mais il etait trop tard. II etait tou- 
jours trop tard, mes mains ne m'obeissaient plus, mes mains 
bestiales. Elies ne m'appartenaient plus, elles etaient un tout, 
une entite sauvage, un etre guide par le desir et affronte par la 
culpabilite. Elies etaient puissantes et toi, tu etais si facile a ma- 
nipuler, plus souple qu'une ficelle de peche. II fallait affronter la 
tempete a chaque soir. Moi, assis dans la chaloupe de mon desir, 
je gardais ta tete sous I'eau, je t'etranglais dans une mer de 
peche. La tempete te faisait mal, elle me faisait plaisir. Quand 
c'etait fini, tu courrais te cacher. Et moi, je te regardais partir, im- 
mobile, je songeais a me charcuter les mains, a bruler mon sexe, 
afin de ne plus te faire du mal. Mais, le lendemain soir, meme 
tempete, meme histoire. J'etais trop lache, trop lache pour me 
couper, me bruler, me detruire, et j'ai fini par me demolir. » 



le calme revient; les haletements laissent place a des souffles en 
cadence; le regard accroche au mur s'est traine jusqu'au plafond 
maintenant ou il trace des arabesques. Reflechis. 

Jeudi 

Assez! Elle en a assez d'etre embrouillee comme si elle etait sous 
I'effet de sedatifs. Elle a eu cette impression pendant si 
longtemps dans sa vie, elle ne recommencera pas. Evasion, 
ecrire, repondre. Une feuille nue qui attend d'etre vetue. Elle 
commence a I'habiller par des mots. 

Je te hais, je t'ai hai, je te hai'rai. II faut que tu le saches. Toi et tes 
remords, je n'en ai rien a faire. Qu'est ce que tu esperais en 
ecrivant cette lettre? Que je me sens mal pour toi parce que tu 
n'es qu'un gachis total? Essayes-tu vraiment de me faire croire 
que tu ne m'as jamais menti? Tu ne cesseras done jamais. Je veux 
tant que tu te suffoques avec tes mensonges. Non, tu ne re- 
grettes rien. Les souvenirs du passe, ces cauchemars qui hantent 
non seulement mes nuits, mais aussi mes jours; ils te redonnent 
le plaisir recherche. Tu passes tes journees a rever dans ton fau- 
teuil, oui, le meme fauteuil, ce lieu de peche, la ou ton couteau a 
perce ma carcasse je ne sais plus combien de fois. Non, quand tu 
me disais que j'etais belle, tu ne le pensais pas reellement. Tu au- 
rais crache la meme tirade a n'importe quelle fille de douze ans a 
ta disposition. II y en avait quelques unes dans le village. Le des- 
tin avait fait en sorte que ce soit moi, ta poupee. II m'avait pris 
maman, elle etait morte. II m'avait pris papa et Patrick, ils travail- 
laient tout le temps, trop occupes a regarder ailleurs, trop con- 
centres a ne pas voir. II m'a laisse seule, seule entre tes sales 
griffes. Et dire que vous etiez connus comme mes gardiens 
jaloux. Jaloux, oui, gardien, non. Tu as demoli mon passe, mais tu 
ne m'as pas demolie, tu n'es ni assez important, ni assez puis- 
sant, pour me demolir. Je me suis enfuie, comme I'avait fait 
cousin Stevens. Mais lui, il etait revenu rendre visite. Je ne re- 
viendrai jamais rendre visite. Je suis a I'abri, la tempete ne me 
touchera plus. Lettre par lettre, elle recopie I'adresse du desti- 
nataire, un moment d'hesitation, elle inscrit ensuite le nom. Son 
crayon a du mal a I'obeir, a moins que ce ne soit sa main qui 
hesite, les lettres roulent sur la surface de I'enveloppe. 



Sourire force, pour se convaincre que tout va bien, que son 
monde ne vient pas de s'ecrouler dans I'espace de quelques min- 
utes. Regard cloue sur le mur, le sourire s'efface aussitot. Echap- 
pant la lettre, elle s'ecroule sur la chaise. Les convulsions partent, 



Vendredi 

Confusion, conge de maladie de travail, regard au plafond, vide 
d'esprit. 
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CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 



Samedi 

Dans le lit jusqu'en apres-midi, long bain. 
Dimanche 



Lundi 

II faut se decider. Dans quelques heures le train arrivera. Et que 
feras-tu? Courir encore? Vers ou? Destination ou affrontement? 
II faut se decider. Le revolver, ne I'oublie pas, peu importe ton 
choix. Le premier salaire en echange d'un revolver; ventre af- 
fame, corps fatigue, priorite au revolver. II faut savoir se 



defendre. Ne plus subir le mal, ne plus jamais laisser personne t 
faire du mal. Aujourd'hui, prends le revolver. llhOO. Le train ar- 
rive bientot. Partir? La gare? L'embarcadere? Curiosite, qu'est-il 
devenu, ga te ronge les os, tu veux savoir, tu as toujours voulu le 
savoir. Courage, pourrais-tu le revoir, le regarder dans les yeux 
apres quinze ans passes? Courbe, dos courbe, tu ressens le poid 
du fardeau que tu croyais avoir reussi a t'en debarrasser. Le pou 
voir du deni t'avait aide a oublier, a ignorer et maintenant, que 
vas-tu faire? Ferme tes yeux et cours...ou ouvre grand et avance. 
Peu importe ton choix, le revolver dans la main. 

Elle jette le revolver dans le sac, ferme la porte, avance de pas 
precipites, direction, la gare. 



OVERHEARD AT THE FAC 



Prof: You look at this book and you think, 
'Wow, Egypt built the pyramids, and 
Canada has the Income Tax Act'. 

L4: Would you rather live in Canada or 
Egypt? 

Prof: I'm not sure. 

Prof: Have I upset you? If you want we can 
have a drink about this on Thursday. 

Prof, in tax class: Beware of simple rules. 

Prof: So, what article is that? 

[silence] 

1L, after a little while: 3088. 

Prof: 3090 

1L: I think I just made that up. 

Prof: Well, I'm not saying I didn't appreci- 
ate it! After what felt like 2 hours of si- 
lence, it was the best answer we had. So 
Bravo! 

Prof: I will only accept answers in classical 
Sanskrit. 



Prof: £a va? J’entends chouchoter... est- 
qu'il y a des questions? £a va? ok. 

Prof: Diva life is very expensive... Just 
think of how much I spend on M&M's! 

Prof: No doubt your knowledge of the first 
100 articles of the Criminal Code is im- 
pressive and I'm sure pretty daunting to 
your fellow students. 

Prof: Well, the Supreme Court isn’t bound 
by the dictionary. 

Prof: Constitutional law was taught differ- 
ently in my day. I think that we spent 4 
and a half weeks on the Charter. The rest 
was all marketing boards... egg marketing 
boards, pork marketing boards, mar- 
garine... Don't test me on my knowledge 

of egg marketing boards. You'd be sur- 
prised. 

Prof: Do you agree that ... well, it's purely 
rhetorical, so of course you agree... 



Prof: So, maybe contextualism is useful 
here ... sorry to use the Supreme Court's 
favorite weasel word. 

Prof, calling a student: Margarita? You're 
drink, not a lady. 

Prof: That was a trick question. But an- 
swer it. 

Prof: Are interest payments deductible 
from income? 

L4: Possibly so. 

Prof: That is a wonderfully caveated an- 
swer. 

L4: Question. 

Prof: If you're really interested, I just 
wrote a fourty-page paper on that sub- 
ject. 

2L: McGill Law is a very particular faculty. 
Prof: Yes, we are pretty weird. 
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